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SUBJECT: PEI I-MIN COMMENTS ON PRC PERSONALITIES 

1 . IN A CONVERSATION WITH CONGEN OPPICERS ON MARCH 10, 

"TA KUNG PAO" PUBLISHER PEI I-MIN INDICATED THAT RECENT 
PRESS COMMENTS ABOUT THE GROWING REGIONAL STRENGTH OF 
CANTON MR LEADERS HSU SHIH-YU AND WEI KUO-CHING WERE 
ACCURATE, WITH FEI INDICATING THAT THEIR INPLUENCE "EVEN 
EXTENDED INTO SZECHWAN." HE CHARACTERIZED THE RELATION- 
SHIP BETWEEN HSU AND WEI AS CLOSE AND HARMONIOUS, 

SUGGESTING THAT, IN PARTICULAR, THE NEW YUNNAN CHIEF 

AN PING-SHENG WAS THE PROTEGE OF WEI KUO-CHING 
(HK 1828). 

2. ADMITTING THAT THE APPOINTMENT OP MA LI TO 
KWEICHOW AS PIRST SECRETARY DID NOT SEEM TO PIT THIS 
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MOLD (HK 2568), HE STATED THAT MA S BACKGROUND IN 
HOPEH, WHICH HAD GIVEN HIM SPECIPIC RESPONSIBILITIES 
REGARDING TIENTSIN, PAOTING, AND PEKING, MAY HAVE 
GIVEN HIM SOME CONNECTIONS WITH POLITBURO VICE 
CHAIRMAN YEH CHIEN-YING. RESPONDING TO QUESTION, 

PEI STATED THAT YEH'S RELATIONS WITH THE SOUTHERN 
LEADERS - HSU AND WEI - WERE EXPECIALLY GOOD. PEI 
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SPOKE OF YEH IN SOMEWHAT REVERENT TONES AS THE MAN 
WHOM ALL THE OLD, SENIOR COMMANDERS RESPECTED AND 
ADMIRED. 

3. FEI ACKNOWLEDGED AN ACQUAINTANCESHIP WITH HSU 
SHIH-YU AND DESCRIBED HIM AS A TENACIOUS "DIEHARD" WHO 
WOULD REFUSE TO OBEY "THE WRONG ORDERS." FEI 
OBVIOUSLY MEANT TO IMPLY THA HSU WAS NOT TAKEN IN 

BY THE "GANG OF FOUR", BUT ONE WAS LEFT WITH THE 
DISTINCT IMPRESSION THAT HSU WOULD DECIDE FOR HIMSELF 
WHICH ODERS WERE GOOD OR BAD. FEI NOTED THAT 
NANKING MR COMMANDER TING SHENG WAS "NOT IN THE 
HSU SHIH-YU MOLD" AND CAME CLOSE TO STATING THAT TING 
HAD BEEN DISMISSED, CALLING HIM A "FOLLOWER" OF THE 
"GANG OF FOUR." HE REMARKED RATHER RUEFULLY THAT HE 
HAD ALSO KNOWN TING SHENG, BUT ADDED "PEOPLE CAN 
CHANGE." 

4. FEI AFFIRMED THE REHABILITATION OF TSINGHUA 
UNIVERSITY 1976 EDUCATION CAMPAIGN VICTIM LIU PING, 

A CLOSE ASSOCIATE OF TENG HSIAO-PING AND A MAN WHO 
INITIATED TENG'S EDUCATION REFORMS AT TSINGHUA 
(REUTERS MARCH 9). HE ALSO REMARKED THAT WANG MENG 
WAS NOW BACK AS THE CHIEF OF THE PHYSICAL CULTURE 
AND SPORTS COMMISSION IN PLACE OF PURGEE CHUANG 
TSE-TUNG (PEKING). FEI IMPLIED CHQANG HAD 

TRIED TO PLEAD THAT HE WAS ONLY FOLLOWING ORDERS 
BUT THAT HIS APPEAL HAD BEEN REJECTED. FEI NOTED 
IN PASSING THAT WANG MENG HAD ORIGINALLY BEEN 
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ASSOCIATED WITH THE 38TH ARMY AS ITS POLITICAL 
COMMISSAR AND THAT THE 38TH ARMY HAD BEEN ONE OF THE 
TROUBLESOME ELEMENTS IN THE PAOTING AREA (HK 297). 

5. COMMENTING ON THE GRADUAL SETTLING DOWN OF 
POLITICAL TURMOIL IN THE COUNTRY AND THE APPOINTMENT 
OF PROVINCIAL LEADERS, FEI NOTED THAT TAN CHI-LUNG 
HAD TRIED TO RESIST THE "GANG OF FOUR" IN CHEKIANG 

BUT HE HAD VIRTUALLY BEEN OVERWHELMED BY THE NUMBERS 
AGAINST HIM. FEI SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED LAI KO-KO AS 
ONE OF THE "GANG" SUPPORTERS THERE BUT CLAIMED THAT 
WENG SEN-HO WAS BY FAR THE WORST OF THE COUNTER- 
REVOLUTIONARY ELEMENTS INVOLVED IN CHEKIANG. FEI 
DID NOT RESPOND TO THE NAME OF CHANG YUNG-SHENG WHOM 
CONGEN FEELS WAS REFERRED TO IN THE CHEKIANG BROADCAST 
WHICH LAUNCHED THE PROVINCE'S RECENT LEARNING FROM 
TACHAI CONFERENCE. 

CROSS 
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